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Welcome to our 2008 – 2009 season! 
 
Our 2008-2009 season runs from Sep-
tember through May with four classical 
concerts and two Pops concerts. 
 
Music Director Nobuyoshi Yasuda will 
conduct the orchestra in its 34th season.  
Our 60-member ensemble will be play-
ing everything from the very familiar 
Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony to a world 
premiere of a piece by Eau Claire com-
poser Dennis Luginbill.  Add in guest 
artists and it is a complete season of 
“Music You Love by People You 
Know.” 
 
The classical season starts on October 
18.  The concert opens with Brahms Pi-
ano Concerto No. 1 featuring guest art-
ist Raymond Kilburn.  Beethoven’s 
Fifth Symphony concludes the concert. 
 
A Christmas Pops concert will be per-
formed on December 13 at 2:00 p.m.   
 
That evening, the Chippewa Falls High 
School Choir joins the symphony for a 
concert at 7:30.  Selections include Han-

del’s “Music for the Royal Fireworks” and 
his “Water Music,” works by Delius and 
Vaughan-Williams and finishing the night 
with carols and a sing-along. 
 
On March 14, 2009 the symphony performs 
its “Myths and Legends” concert.  The 
opening piece will be “Finlandia” by Si-
belius followed by “Alladin Suite” by Niel-
sen.  Then the winner of the annual Kristo 
Orthodontics Young Artist Competition 
will be announced and play a concerto with 
the symphony.  Stravinsky’s “Firebird 
Suite” completes the program. 
 
A World Premiere takes place on May 9.  
The orchestra opens the evening with 
“Spring Song” by Sibelius.  Then Eau 
Claire composer Dennis Luginbill’s new 
composition, “Eau Claire: Current of 
Change” will be premiered.  Mr. Lugin-
bill’s composition has the feel, texture and 
history of Eau Claire entwined in its pas-
sages.  Simultaneous with the music will be 
a slide show of Eau Claire.  “Symphonic 
Fantastique” by Hector Berlioz, which he 
wrote after being rejected by an actress he 
fell in love with, completes the evening and 
the season. 

��������	
���
�	
 

October 18, 2008 
7:30 p.m.  State Theater 
Eau Claire Regional Arts 
 

Brahms and Beethoven    
Brahms Piano Concerto No. 
1 in D Minor, op. 15.    
Guest Artist: 
  Raymond Kilburn, piano  
 
Beethoven Symphony No. 5 
in C Minor, op. 67 �
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Jay Grokowsky 
Bernie Herzog 
Patrick Hull 
Charles Jordan 
Ron Lange 
Roger Mueller 
Don Reck  

Gail Schneider 
Michael Stacy 
Marcia Van Beek 
Ron Warloski 
Jan Wisner 
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James Bartl 
Kate Borchers Warner 
Mel Breed 
Susan Carroll 
Bill Cayley 
Bill Eisenbarth 
Tom Giles 

Janice Ayres 
Tom Barland 
Jack Bartingale 
Charlie Bauer 

Jim Pinter 
Lyle Quandt 
Janine Wildenberg 
Linda Danielson, ad hoc 
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Pianist Dr. Ray Kilburn, recognized as being among 
Canada’s most gifted artists, holds dual citizenship and 
resides in the United States. His career has taken him 
throughout the United States, Canada, Mexico, Central 
America, Europe, China, and Japan, and critics have 
been unanimous in praise of his outstanding technical 
abilities and artistic temperament. 
 
In one critic’s words, “if Kilburn is not the reincarna-
tion of the great romantic pianists, he comes close.” Ar-
thur Kaptainis of the Montreal Gazette wrote, "Kilburn 
came across as a pianist of serious musical aims and 
thorough technical command.  Technical hurdles were 
cleared with aplomb and his warm, firm tone never fal-
tered." John Lambert of Spectator Magazine wrote, 
"Kilburn.... is a powerhouse player infused with musi-
cianship and taste.  Pianism of this caliber is rare, in-
deed." 
 
Along with a busy schedule of solo and chamber music 
performances, he has two solo compact discs that have 
received rave reviews, a third compact disc in collabo-
ration with his father, cellist Michael Kilburn, and a 
fourth solo disc pending release on the Beneficience La-
bel.  
 
Recent professional activities include a concert tour of 
Canton, China, with a visiting professorship at the 
Xinghai Conservatory in Guangzhou; an 8-concert tour 
of Costa Rica; yearly tours of Japan with solo recitals 
and guest teaching engagements, and a tour of seven-
teen solo recitals and guest teaching engagements that 
spanned much of the United States, Canada, and Mex-
ico. 
 
Dr. Kilburn completed a Licentiate diploma and Bache-
lor’s degree in performance at McGill University, and 
the Master’s and Doctor of Music Degrees in Piano Per-
formance at Indiana University. His primary teachers 
include the eminent Canadian pianist Tom Plaunt, and 
the late world-renowned pianist Gyorgy Sebok. 
 
Presently he is much sought after as a performer, master 
teacher, adjudicator, and clinician. After several years 
as tenured faculty at Peace College in North Carolina, 
he now holds an artist-faculty position at the rank of 
Associate Professor in Piano Performance at Ball 
 
 

State University. He teaches a full studio of performance ma-
jors from undergraduate through the Doctoral level.  
 
His students have distinguished themselves through winning 
competitions and awards, and obtaining faculty positions at 
colleges and universities. He lives in Muncie with his wife 
soprano Yoko Shimazaki-Kilburn and their five-year old 
daughter Maya. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Piano Concerto No. 1 is a relatively early work first con-
ceived in 1854.  In January, 1859 the work was premiered 
with Brahms himself as the soloist.  Gradually the work in-
creased in popularity and really took off when Clara Schu-
mann incorporated it into her repertoire. 
 
The monumental nature of the work is evident even in the 
first few bars.  The slower second movement is felt by some 
to be a tribute to the composer’s friend, Robert Schumann, 
whose tragic death occurred in 1856, during the period of 
composition.  The final movement, a rondo, is spirited and 
energetic, bringing to conclusion this magnificent work. 

Ray Kilburn, guest pianist with the CVS on October 18, 2008, playing the Brahms Piano Concert No. 1 



Mark your calendars for this season’s concerts.  Be sure to 
subscribe and guarantee your seats for every concert.   
 
Season tickets include the following four concerts per-
formed at The State Theatre: 
 
· October 18, 2008, 7:30 p.m. - Brahms and Beethoven 
· December 13, 2008, 7:30 p.m. - Celebrate! 
· March 14, 2009, 7:30 p.m. - Myths and Legends 
· May 9, 2009, 7:30 p.m. – An Eau Claire Story 

 
 
Ticket Prices 
                          Season                   Single concert 
Adult                     $70                                 $20 
Senior (62+)          $65                                 $19 
Student                  $35                                 $10 
 

Call our office at 832-6366 or order on-line at 
 www.cvsymphony.org 
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Hello CVS fans, 
 

This is a season of firsts for the Chippewa Valley Sym-
phony.  This season will be the first time the CVS plays: 
 
             Stravinsky’s Firebird 
             Berlioz’s Symphonie Fantastique 
             Sibelius’s Spring Song 
             Vaughan-Williams’s Rhosymedre 
             Warlock’s Capriol Suite 
             and Delius’s The Walk to the Paradise Garden 
 
This season also marks the debut with the CVS of pianist 
Dr. Raymond Kilburn when he plays the Brahms Piano 
Concerto No. 1 on October 18, 2008.   He has toured all 
over North America, Europe and Asia.  Critics have raved, 
calling him “a powerhouse player infused with musician-
ship and taste.  
 
Another first occurs on May 9, 2009, when Eau Claire 

Christmas Stroll  
When:  November 22, 2008, 1:00—6:00 p.m. 
What:  View six beautiful homes decorated for the holi-
days, with a stop for coffee and treats at Chapel Heights 
Methodist, 300 E. Hamilton Ave, Eau Claire.  
Open to the Public.  Tickets are $10, available at the 
CVS office.   

Kristo Orthodontics Young Artist Competition  
When:  December 12, 2008 
What:  Deadline for submitting entries for the competi-
tion.  Selected finalists will perform on January 25, 2009 
in the Haas Fine Arts Center.   See the web site for more. 
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composer Dennis Luginbill’s “Eau Claire: Current of 
Change, Suite for Symphonic Orchestra” will make its world 
premiere.   Mr. Luginbill, an Eau Claire native and teacher at 
Delong Middle School, is using the history, people, geogra-
phy and feel of Eau Claire as inspiration for his composition.  
The work will be played while photos of Eau Claire and its 
people are displayed on a massive overhead screen. 
 

 
And the final first is this is my initial year with the Chip-
pewa Valley Symphony.  
                                                                        Mark Blaskey 

Christmas Pops Concert  
When: December 13, 2008, 2:00 p.m. 
Where:  State Theater, Eau Claire Regional Arts Center 
What:  Bring the family and join Nobu and the symphony 
as they play holiday favorites.  
 

Celebrate!  Christmas Classical Concert  
When: December 13, 2008, 7:30 p.m. 
Where:  State Theater, Eau Claire Regional Arts Center 
What:  Join the CVS and the Chippewa Falls High School 
Choir as they perform joyful sounds of the season. 
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Support the Chippewa Valley Symphony 
 

I/We wish to make a gift to the �  CVS  �  CVS Foundation.  My/Our commitment will be completed as detailed below 
(complete all spaces that apply): 
 
Name (please print)  ______________________________________________________________________________  
 
If this is a joint gift, second name  ___________________________________________________________________  
 
Address  _______________________________________________________________________________________  
 
City  ___________________________________________  State  _______________________  Zip  _____________  
 
Telephone (home)  ________________________________  (business)  ___________________  
 
Email  __________________________________________  Fax  ________________________  
 
Amount of gift  __________________________________  

Chippewa Valley Symphony 

316 Eau Claire Street 
Eau Claire, WI  54701 

Phone: 715-832-6366 
Fax: 715-832-0828 
Email: info@cvsymphony.org 
 
Executive Director:  Mark Blaskey 
Development Director:  Barb Brenden 
 
Office Hours:   
Monday—Friday 9:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 
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We are fortunate to have live symphonic music in our community, and the music is possible only because of your 
generosity.  Every gift plays an important part in bridging the gap between ticket revenue and the cost of creating ex-
citing, high-quality performances.  We are deeply grateful to everyone who helps us bring the joy of music to the 
Chippewa Valley.  Thank you. 
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